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Michael "Fuji" Powers is a lovable kid from the Bronx whose 
team overcomes unbelievable odds to give Fuji - an average 
ballplayer - his chance to become a local hero when it's his 
turn to step up to the plate. Filled with zany tales, pick-up 
baseball games, and many other touching scenes will keep 
you reading at the edge of your seat.

Every fan who has dreamed of one day playing in a major league 
stadium will appreciate this book.
                         Charlotte Decker, Cincinnati Public Library

Dr. Mullen is a featured speaker at schools and state reading 
conferences across the United States. He inspires within 
children the importance of committing early in life to their 
dreams. His books engage children and parents enjoy read-
ing them to their children because he teaches our youth the 
importance of family and wholesome values on the way to 
their becoming champions.

Yankee Stadium

Suggested reading ages: Young adult
Genre: Coming of age, family, sports

Contact Dr. Mullen at 513.290.2189
or email mullenmike122@yahoo.com

Media Contact: For more information, a review copy or to schedule an interview please contact Scott Lorenz, 
President of Westwind Communications, 734-667-2098, or scottlorenz@westwindcos.com

Recommended read by:
ESPN Operation Outreach
Ronald McDonald House

Boys & Girls Club
Scouting Magazine

National Center for 
   Family Literacy

About Dr. Mullen and His National Literacy Campaign
Dr. Mullen is an author and featured speaker at schools in the United States and abroad. His literacy 
campaign in Iowa covered over 20,000 miles and he spoke to over 60,000 students. He inspires within 
children the importance of  committing early in life to their dreams. Dr. Mullen believes that every child 
has been given a special gift and when children pursue their dreams educational success is likely to 
follow. As an author, Dr. Mullen’s books engage children to believe in their dreams and appeal to both 
nonreaders and readers. His literacy campaign has been approved by the National Center for Family 
Literacy and the Cincinnati Public Library. He is a member of  SCBWI and a national member of  the 
International Reading Association. He has spoken at many state reading conferences. Dr. Mullen works 
with Ronald McDonald House, ESPN's Operation Outreach, Boys & Girls Club, and the Iowa Cubs. Dr. 
Mullen has collaborated with NY Times bestselling authors on several of  his key book projects. Dr. 
Mullen is a nationally recognized literacy advocate. His articles have appeared in journals and syndicated 
newspapers. He has also appeared on radio and TV.

School Speech Program Format
Pre-K through Grades 2:
Title: Build a Dream Workshop        Length of  speech: 30 minutes
Body of  speech: Children draw a book cover that best illustrates their dreams. Volunteers will be called 
on to share their dreams with their fellow students. Dr. Mullen then reveals his 1969 baseball trophy. It 
was Mullen's dream to hit a home run at a major league ball park. He tells students that a dream will 
never leave them, and this is why he writes picture books to inspire children to believe in dreams. The 
students are rewarded through the telling of  a magical tale about Creeper and his magic glass eye. Mullen 
ends his speech by showing the children his daughter's Team USA uniform and telling them how she 
believed and lived out her dream. 
Grades 3-8:
Title: Every Child Dreams of  Greatness      Length of  speech: 45 minutes
Body of  speech: Dr. Mullen calls on 9 volunteers and plays a game of  “shadow” baseball (no ball, glove, or 
bat are used). Mullen uses the game of  baseball to help teach students how to visualize a story written in 
words. Mullen then engages the students in a creepy tale and uses common themes like fishing, camping 
out, and Trick-or-Treat to excite his audience. Near the end of  the program, Mullen calls on two readers 
to read a scene from the baseball book when Fuji and his father get into an argument. The poignant 
display provides the backdrop on how his daughter overcame her being bullied by her fellow baseball 
players by proving to them that she could earn their respect by working hard and committing herself  to 
the game of  baseball. And as a result, Erin (Mullen’s daughter), received a Division I college scholarship 
and is in Cooperstown Hall of  Fame. Mullen ends his speech by telling students: “It doesn’t matter the 
town, the school, or your upbringing. You can succeed if  you believe. Each of  you has been given a gift, 
and it is up to you to commit early in life to your dream.” 


